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: THE ALAI{'\HNG POSSIBILITY that the!
-United Stales is, following a path in Laos identical
thh that which led it into its blood-soaked and hid-
eously costly involvement in Vietnam is now. under

“investigation by a foreign relatxons subcommlttee

:of the U.S. Senate. ,
¢ Senalor Stuart-Symington, chairman of thc
‘subcommittee, which has made several tllpu {0,
Laos, said {latly that American troops are uloaﬂod
in the Laotian {ighting, that denial of the Ia(.t is
travesty,” and that .secrecy is no longer to be tolm-
ated
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Among wilnesses m]lu] hefore the humn‘f
‘are American military men slationed in Laos aud:
“the dircclor of the ‘Central Intelligence Agency,
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COPAMUVI‘QT OFFICIALS in Laos have newly

_' complained to nations that are parties to the Gcnc-

“va Conférence on Laos that the United States has,

© 14,000 troops in the country, including thousands

* of Green Berets and 2000 “advisory and military.

", instructors,” and that 750 American planes rnostly

based in- Thaxland are operating against Laotxan
ommumst forces. "

} " Senator Symmgton correctly asserts tlmt the
: American people need and deserve information on:
the Nation’s Laotian commitments; and that secre-
cy can only compound whatever wzondful action
may have been taken by American forces. His com-
mittee's -inquiry — the results of which will be
.made public at'the ‘end of the closed-door hearings;
— might, well head off another undeclared war;
and it mevxtably calls up the vain thought that such
a hearing a m“ years back might have pxoauced
less tragic lustory in Vietnam. - - ..
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.agents are in Laos and the commiliee wants to -

know exactly what role they are playing.':
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